
 

 

March 10, 2021 

 

 

Dear Grant Families, 

 

I hope this communication finds you and your families well.  I am writing to you today to share 

information regarding a change in our blended learning plans.  Effective Monday, March 29, we 

will transition to our original Blended Learning Plan with 50% of students in attendance on 

Mondays and Tuesdays, and 50% of students in attendance on Thursdays and Fridays. There is 

nothing you need to do on your end to facilitate this change.  Beginning March 29, if your 

student attends on a Monday or Tuesday, they will be scheduled to attend both Monday and 

Tuesday.  If your student attends on a Thursday or Friday, they will be scheduled to attend both 

Thursday and Friday.   

 

While we encourage all students to attend in-person learning, we understand there may be 

individuals uncomfortable with returning to campus at this time.  As communicated previously, 

while we remain in blended learning, students may elect to learn from home on their assigned 

days.  Teachers will continue to teach synchronously every period, with some students attending 

in the classroom and some students attending from their homes.  

 

The ability to increase student attendance comes as a direct result of Revised Public Health 

Guidance for Schools released by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) and Illinois 

Department of Public Health (IDPH) yesterday.  Generally speaking, previous guidelines have 

been modified to lessen the barriers for in-person learning.  A few of the most significant 

changes include: 

 

• Social distancing for in-person learning is now defined as 3 to 6 feet for students and 

fully vaccinated staff (previously 6 feet); 

• Schools may not operate at less than 3 feet of social distancing in order to provide in-

person learning (previously 6 feet); 

• Capacity limits for in-person learning are now determined by a space’s ability to 

accommodate social distancing and is not a set capacity limit (previous limitation of 50 

individuals per space) 

 

Additionally, indicators of community transmission continue to decline and have helped to 

inform our decision-making for increased student attendance.   

 

Attached you will find an amended Blended Learning Plan document.  This Plan outlines details 

of increased student attendance and practices the District has in place to provide in-person 
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learning in the safest way possible.  Many things will remain the same as they are now, including 

the mandatory use of masks and social distancing of 6’ in cafeterias, where masks are removed 

for eating.  In classrooms, social distancing will now range from 3-6’ for students.  We will 

continue to implement with fidelity the following five essential mitigation strategies: 

 

• Universal and correct use of appropriate personal protective equipment, including face 

masks; 

• Social distancing will be observed, as much as possible; 

• Contact tracing will be performed in combination with isolation and quarantine, in 

collaboration with the local health department;  

• Schoolwide cleaning and disinfection; 

• Promotion of and adherence to handwashing and respiratory etiquette. 

 

Testing strategies have become a useful tool to further strengthen school mitigation efforts.  To 

that end, we are partnering with the Lake County Health Department to pilot BinaxNow testing 

for asymptomatic individuals.  This is an expansion of the current use of in-school BinaxNow 

testing for symptomatic staff and students.  We have also secured in-school PCR testing to 

screen, when necessary.  Details of testing are still being defined and any testing would be 

subject to parent approval, but a comprehensive testing plan will be complete and communicated 

in advance of our March 29 transition. 

 

We are very excited to be able to offer expanded in-person learning opportunities and see our 

students more often!  We will assess attendance numbers after the March 29 transition.  If any 

further changes are possible to increase in-person learning opportunities, within the constraints 

of the updated requirements, we will definitely let you know.   We appreciate your flexibility and 

cooperation as we make this change! 

 

As always, don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions. 

 

Sincerely,  

   

 

Christine A. Sefcik, Ed.D.  

Superintendent  

 


